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(57) ABSTRACT

In one embodiment, the present invention pertains to a
method and system for deterring unauthorized use of media
content in a computing system and network. In one embodi-
ment, the invention comprises detecting an unauthorized use
of the media content in a computing system or network, the
media content having a characteristic digital waveform for-
mat and an associated indicator for indicating to a compliance
mechanism an unauthorized use of the media content. On
detecting an unauthorized use of the media content, the media
content characteristic digital waveform formatis degraded. In
this embodiment of the invention, unauthorized use is non-
compliance with a use restriction applicable to the presenta-
tion of the media content in the computing system or network.
In accordance with this embodiment of the invention, the
media content is rendered incomprehensible to an unautho-
rized user experiencing the media content, thereby likely
deterring further unauthorized use of the media.

62 Claims, 26 Drawing Sheets
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